DAKOTA SM TH

an original script
by Dani el G Robinson

Note to the reader:
A Gastonia is an arnored di nosaur
A Ut ahraptor is the largest of the raptors yet found

contact: Daniel G Robinson
12821 NE 68th Street
Ki rkl and, WA 98033
(425) 576 - 9882



FADE | N:
EXT. SCHOOL YARD -- AUTUMN MORNI NG

DAKOTA SMTH is on the only piece of raised ground in the
school yard, sitting under a small tree. She is wearing

j eans and a hooded sweatshirt, sits with her backpack between
her feet. Dakota watches -

The boys play base ball. ROGER RAMPARTS is pitching. Roger

| ooks a little bigger than the rest of the boys. The boys
keep up a chatter that is |louder than a flock of scared geese.
PETER i s batting.

Dakot a wat ches -

The girls skip rope. ROBERTA RAMPARTS is hol ding court.

The girls have self arranged so that the favored ones are
close to Roberta, the less favored are farther out. There

are a couple of girls who stand apart. JOY is near the fringe
of the crowd around Roberta.

Dakota is now fl anked by the ghosts of two di nosaurs, CRUSH
a Utahraptor, and OLD, a Gastonia. The ghosts are slightly
nmore than human si ze.

On the dianond, Roger pitches and hits Peter. Peter goes
down.

DAKOTA (0. S.)
Jer k!

Crush's two scythe-like ripping claws tap the ground.

CRUSH { ADOLESCENT MALE VO CE}
He ought to rip his guts out.

Ad s tail plates clack together as she shifts her weight.
OLD { GRANDMOTHER' S VO CE}

You're good at that, aren't you,
nmeat - br eat h.

CRUSH
Good enough for you.

QD
Yeah, and | didn't cut you in half
with ny tail.

CRUSH

You got | ucky.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

Peter is up and crying and enbarrassed by crying. He walks
to first, rubbing the tears fromhis eyes, dusty hands | eaving
dark marks on his face.

DAKOTA
I'"d hit the ball right back up the
m ddl e. That Roger Ranparts is scared
of letting me play. He knows |'m
better than he is.

QD
They ain't worth you tinme, honey.

CRUSH
You ought to hit himwth that stick

DAKOTA
It's called a bat.

Peter is on first.

ROGER
Stop bawling or go junp rope.

The girls in Roberta's court take notice of the gane before
Roberta draws them back in.

ROBERTA
Joy, when are you going to wear that
pi nk and bl ack skirt agai n?

JOY
You said you liked it.

ROBERTA
Yeah, right.

Roberta |l eads the tittering giggle with her inner circle.

DAKOTA
She can wear whatever she wants to
wear .

CRUSH

Wiy wear anyt hi ng?
oD
Your nonmma had to crack your egg for
you, didn't she, boy.
Peter is wal king away fromfirst, toward Dakot a.

Roger yells after him
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ROGER
You don't get to play at recess!

The bell rings. The kids start to turn toward the school
door .

Dakota neets Peter wal king toward the door.

PETER
Hi .
DAKCTA
H . You wanna do sonething at |unch?
PETER
Li ke what ?
DAKCTA

| don't know.
Roger conmes up to them as they wal k.
ROGER

Hey, Peter, you can play at recess.
| was just joking.

PETER
| was thinking of doing sonething
wi t h Dakot a.
ROGER
Yeah, well, | can show you how to
handl e that inside pitch.
DAKCTA
You threw it right at him
ROGER
D d not.
DAKCTA
D d too.

Roger stares daggers at Dakota, smles at Peter

ROGER
Hey, Peter, cone on out at recess.

Roger noves away.

Dakota and Peter wal k toward the door and pass Roberta and
Joy.

( CONTI NUED)
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ROBERTA
| liked it. | really did. Hey,
woul d you like to cone over to ny
house and try on cl othes soneti ne?

JOY
Really 2?17

Dakota and Peter | ook at Roger and Robert a.

PETER
Are they really twins? They don't
| ook the sane.

DAKCTA
Wong kinda tw ns.

I NT. CLASS ROOM -- MORNI NG

Dakota is braced at her desk by Ms. CAUSTIC, a battle-axe in
her 50's.

There is a leaf collection binder on Dakota's desk.
Roberta | ooks on from her nearby desk.

M SS CAUSTI C
And what progress have you made on
your |eaf collection?

DAKOTA
| have sone of the | eaves, M ss
Caustic, but I'mtrying to get an
Sout h Aneri can Chanbur o.

ROBERTA
| have one of those. | got it |ast
summer when | went on an adventure

expedition wwth ny dad. Want to see
it?

Roberta pats her binder, which is inches thicker than
Dakot a' s.

ROBERTA ( CONT' D)
| knew | would need the | eaves when
we went | ast year.

Roberta beans at Ms. Causti c.

M5. CAUSTI C
Thank you, Roberta.
(to Dakota)

You shoul d have planned for this
| ast sunmer!
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DAKOTA
Yeah? Well, last summer, | didn't
know | woul d be here!

M ss Caustic takes Dakota by the ear and marches her toward
t he door.

M5. CAUSTI C
Al right, young lady, | think you
shoul d see Principal Piaget with
that attitude!

Roberta has an haughty chuckl e as Dakota exits the door.

EXT. SCHOOL YARD -- AFTERNOON

Dakota is playing by the schoolyard side gate and casing the
fastest way out of the joint. Crush and A d are surveying

t he school yard.

The boys are playing baseball again and the girls are junping
rope and doi ng doll play.

Dakot a | ooks up and Peter is just about in front of her.
Crush and A d are surprised.

PETER
H. | looked for you at |unch.

Crush and A d flank Peter.

DAKOTA
| ate quick.

PETER
What are you doi ng?

DAKOTA
Not hi ng.

PETER
Are you going to skip school ?

DAKOTA
No.

PETER

Wll, that's what Ms. Caustic thinks.
She's watching you from her w ndow.

Across the yard they | ook and, yup, framed in the school
w ndow is Ms. Caustic, watching themthrough binocul ars.

( CONTI NUED)
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DAKCOTA
| gotta get those | eaves fromthat
yard over there.

Across the street, in an artistic yard, is a tree with exotic
| eaves.

PETER
Don't go over there! You' re not
supposed to | eave school

DAKOTA
But | need those for ny collection!
"1l bet Roberta doesn't have those.

PETER
Don't do it, Dakota. You'll get
caught!
DAKCOTA
It'1] be worth it.
She darts out the side entrance flanked by Crush and A d --
across the street -- slips into the yard -- runs to the tree
and --

Comes out of the yard, |led by PRI NCl PAL Pl AGET by the ear,
foll owed by Crush and A d, about 10 feet tall, nenacing
Pi aget .

Piaget is md-50s, dunpy gray suit, fringe of hair, chromne-
donme, round wire-rimns.

PETER (O S.)
Principal Pidget! | should ve told
her that was his house.

Pl AGET
Mss Smth! | thought one trip to

my office would be enough in one

day. Not that your nother seens to
mnd. And with a nanme |ike Lotus-

Bl ossom why should she? Cone al ong.

EXT. DAKOTA' S YARD -- AFTERNOON

Dakota and Peter are sitting on the front steps of a house
on professor row at the University of Washi ngton.

Dakot a wat ches Crush and O d, Dakota-sized, on the sidewal k.
Crush gets into Ad's face. They spar.

PETER

VWhat are those dinosaurs you have in
your backpack?
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DAKOTA
A Ut ahraptor and a Gastonia. M/ dad
found themin Uah. He thinks that
they killed each other about 100
mllion years ago.

PETER
Why did the dinosaurs die out?

Crush and A d cone over and inspect Peter.

DAKOTA

| don't know.
PETER

Are you grounded?
DAKOTA

Yeah, sorta. Thanks for com ng over.
PETER

Yeah, okay. What do you want to do?
DAKOTA

Go to your house.

(yel l'i ng)

Mon? Can | go to Peter's house?
LOTUS (O S.)

Yes, honey, be hone for dinner. Do

you have a watch?

DAKCOTA
Yeah, Mom Bye.

They | eave the steps Peter turns left, Dakota turns right,
fl anked by Crush and Q d.

Pet er hangs back and points in the opposite direction.

PETER
My house is that way. Were are you
goi ng?
DAKOTA
The Arboretum
PETER
Are you crazy? How do we get there?
DAKOTA
The bus.
PETER

We'll get in trouble.

( CONTI NUED)
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DAKOTA
|'ve done this before. Wat could
go w ong?

EXT. ABORETUM -- LATER

The rich foliage of the trees is split by the roar of
groundskeeper's utility trucks as Peter and Dakota burst
through the trees, trucks hard on their heels.

They dodge around a tree and under a bush as the truck goes
over the edge of a hill -

Soaring -
BANG To the ground, the driver holding hard to the wheel -
Spin! Slide!l To a stop!

The driver scans the trees for them nothing there. He starts
up and idles slowy away.

DAKCOTA
| guess they neant it when they said
not to touch.

PETER

Let's go honme now, please?
DAKOTA

|"'m bumred. 1'll never get those

| eaves now. And | gotta turn it in
tomorrow. And Roberta will have the
best | eaf coll ection.

PETER
So? Your's is great. So you don't
get to travel to South Anerica.
Nobody el se did either.

DAKCOTA
| just wanted to beat her at
sonet hi ng.
Pet er stands up.
PETER

Let's go hone.

Dakota joins himand they start wal king away foll owed by the
di nos.

DAKOTA
Ckay.



EXT. PLAYGROUND -- EVEN NG
LOTUS and ZACH are sw ngi ng the baby ADAMin the sw ng.

Dakota and Peter are playing at a basketball court away from
them Crush and A d watch them pl ay.

PETER
Wiy did you want to cone here?

Dakota points to the zoo entrance on the other side of the
par ki ng | ot.

PETER ( CONT' D)
Aw, Dakota, cone on, don't do it.

DAKCOTA
This is ny last chance. There are
plants there fromall over the world.
| mssed sone the last time | was
here. There's a tree fromAfrica by
the |ions.

PETER
" m not goi ng.

DAKCOTA
kay. See ya.

Dakota heads for the zoo led by Crush, followed by 4 d.
Pet er wat ches her go.

PETER
Grls!

EXT. ZOO -- EVEN NG

The shadows are | ong as Dakota, flanked by A d and Crush,
Dakot a- si zed, approach the |ion exhibit.

She spies the African trees, runs up and gets |leaves with
one hand whil e openi ng her backpack with the other.

She sees another tree inside the fence. It is behind the
ot her trees.

DAKOTA (0. S.)
| just can't see it.

Dakota clinbs on the fence to get a better | ook.

DAKOTA ( CONT' D)
VWhat is it?

( CONTI NUED)
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Dakota stretches for the tree and - Over she goes!
SPLASH Into the noat!

CRUSH
"' m com ng

Crush and O d are in the noat wwth her. Franmed against the
sky six feet above themis -

A LI ON!
Mane in glorious silhouette.

DAKCTA
HELP!

Crush and Add growto full size, 20 feet |ong, and tower
over the Lion.

LION (Murmur - grow)
VWhat? What's going on? Oh, it's a
little one.

CRUSH
"1l get him

Crush junps on the Lion and tries to rip himopen, but his
great claws pass through the Lion harm essly.

QD
Get out of the way!

A d swings her tail in a practiced way, plates clacking
together |ike so many knives, but her tail passes harm essly
t hrough the Lion.

The Lion lifts his nose to sniff the air.

Ll ON
VWhat was that on the wi nd?

DAKCTA
HELP!

Crush and A d continue to pumel the Lion to no avail.

LI ON
Those veggi e burgers al ways give nme
gas. They aren't neat, that's for
sure.

DAKCTA
SOMEBODY! HELP ME PLEASE

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
A LI ONESS appears next to the Lion, head rubs him

LI ONESS (Murmur - grow )
Ch, it's a young one. Those are
goooood eati ng.

The Lion bell ows.

LI ONESS ( CONT' D)
Gas again? That's what you get for
going first and being a little pig.

CRUSH
Oh, to have ny real rippers back

QD

(panti ng)
Save your breath, neat head, and

junp on the other one.

LI ON
Well, | would have gone for pig.

WH FF! A d's tail passes through the Lion again.

LI ONESS
VWhat was that?

LI ON
| don't know. The wind is weird
tonight. You going to eat that little

one?

LI ONESS
Naw, they don't like it if you eat
their cubs. | can hear them com ng,

anyway. Let's see if they can get
the cub out without hurting it.

Dakota sees the lion heads on the crest of the bank, | ooking
down at her in the noat.

DAKCOTA
HELP! HELP! HELLLLLLLLLLLLLP!!
PETER (O S.)
She's over here!
Lion belch-roars, licks his |ips.
LI ON

| HATE those veggi e burgers! The
after taste! Yuck!
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EXT. ZOO GATES - N GHT

Dakota, Peter, Lotus, Zach and Adam are wal ki ng away from
the gates. Crush and A d, people sized, follow behind.

ZACH
Honey, if you wanted sone | eaves, |
coul d have hel ped you.

DAKOTA
Sorry, Dad.

ZACH
I f you want some exotic |eaf rubbings,
why not fossils? Can you use then?

DAKCOTA

Don't know. Maybe.

(a light bulb!)
Roberta doesn't have fossil rubbings!

Dakota and Peter | ook at each other and -- high fivel Zach
turns and al nost catches them

ZACH
Now, was that hard?

DAKOTA
Uh, no, dad.

ZACH
Good. Now let's go hone.

CRUSH
Did you see ny spin nove? | still
have it.

oD
Spin this.

A d does a fast nove and swings her tail, smacking Crush and
he goes down fast, rolling away.

CRUSH
| saw that com ng.

Crush junps at A d, but she easily sidesteps himand smacks
hi m agai n.

ueh CRUSH ( CONT' D)
cn!

FADE OUT
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